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3 If you follow My statutes and observe My commandments and perform them, 4 | will give your rains
in their time, the Land will yield its produce, and the tree of the field will give forth its fruit. 5 Your
threshing will last until the vintage, and the vintage will last until the sowing; you will eat your food to
satiety, and you will live in security in your land. 6 And | will grant peace in the Land, and you will lie
down with no one to frighten [you]; I will remove wild beasts from the Land, and no army will pass
through your land. [chabad.org translation]

2. Talmud, Kiddushin 39b
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Rabbi Ya’akov, who says: There is no reward for performance of a mitzva in this world, as one is
rewarded for mitzvot only World-to-Come. [Davidson Edition translation]
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4, Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Teshuvah 9:1
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Since it is known that the reward for mitzvot and the benefit we merit for observing the path of Gd as
recorded in the Torah is life in Olam haBa, as in, “So that it will be good for you, and you will have
long life,” and the vengeance taken from the wicked who have abandoned paths of righteousness
recorded in the Torah is to be cut off, as in, “That nefesh shall be cut off, its guilt is in it,” so what is
the meaning of that which is written throughout the Torah, “If you will listen then you will receive X,
and if you will not listen then Y will happen to you,” and all of those things are in this world?... Those
benefits are not the end reward of mitzvot, and those ills are not the end vengeance taken from those
who transgress the mitzvot. Rather... the Torah promises that if we perform [the mitzvot] with joy and
a good spirit, and we study His wisdom always, then He will remove from us anything that would keep
us from performing it, like illness, war, famine and the like, and He will pour upon us all of the benefits
which strengthen our hand to perform the Torah, as in satiation, peace, and great silver and gold, so
that we will not involve ourselves all our lives in that which the body needs, but we will be available to
learn wisdom and perform mitzvot, meriting life in Olam haBa...
[translation by R. Mordechai Torczyner]
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5. Rabbi Saadia Gaon, Ha’Emunot v’haDeiot 9
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And if one would say: That which is mentioned in the Torah regarding reward is only about this
world!... It is for two reasons. One is that reward in the next world, since we can only grasp it
intellectually... the Torah only noted it briefly... And the second is that prophecy customarily expands
on that which must happen soon, and it is concise regarding that which is distant. Since the nation,
when given the Torah, needed to know about the Land of Canaan which they were approaching, the
Torah explained it more, including that which would happen there due to their service or rebellion...
[translation by R. Mordechai Torczyner]

6. Talmud, Eruvin 22a
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And that is what Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: What is the meaning of that which is written:
“And you shall keep the commandments, and the statutes, and the judgments which I command you
today to do them” (Deuteronomy 7:11)? It means: Today is the time to do them, in this world, and
tomorrow is not the time to do them, as there is no obligation or opportunity to fulfill mitzvot in the
World-to-Come. Furthermore, it means: Today is the time to do them, but only tomorrow, in the
ultimate future, is the time to receive reward for doing them. [Davidon Edition translation]

7. Talmud, Berachot 17a
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Rav regularly said: The next world is not like this one; the next world will not have eating, drinking,
procreation, commerce, jealousy, hatred or competition. Rather, the righteous will sit, with crowns on
their heads, benefiting from the radiance of the Shechinah, as it is written, 'And they envisioned Gd,
and they ate and drank.' [translation by R. Mordechai Torczyner]

8. Talmud, Berachot 34b
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Rabbi Chiya bar Abba cited Rabbi Yochanan: All of the prophets only prophesied about the time of
Mashiach. For “the world to come” — no one has seen it, Gd, other than You (based on Isaiah 64:3).
That disagrees with Shmuel, who said: There is no difference between this world and that of Mashiach,
other than subjugation to [foreign] kingdoms..

9. Talmud, Shabbat 152b
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The souls of the righteous are stored under the Divine Throne, as it is written, "The soul of my master

should be bound in the bond of life," and the souls of the wicked are imprisoned, and one angel stands

at one end of the universe and the other at the other end, and they catapult these souls from one to the

other, as it is written, "And the souls of your enemies will be catapulted in the bowl of the catapult.”

[translation by R. Mordechai Torczyner]


https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.7.11
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.7.11

10. Rambam, Hilchot Teshuvah 8:1
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The good that is hidden for the righteous is the life of the world to come. This will be life which is not
accompanied by death and good which is not accompanied by evil. The Torah alludes to this in [the
promise, Deuteronomy 22:7]: "So that good will be granted you and you will live long."
[chabad.org translation]

11. Rambam, Hilchot Teshuvah 8:2
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In the world to come, there is no body or physical form, only the souls of the righteous alone, without a
body, like the ministering angels. Since there is no physical form, there is neither eating, drinking, nor
any of the other bodily functions of this world like sitting, standing, sleeping, death, sadness, laughter,
and the like...Similarly, the phrase, "their crowns on their heads," [is also a metaphor, implying] that
they will possess the knowledge that they grasped which allowed them to merit the life of the world to
come...That they will comprehend the truth of Godliness which they cannot grasp while in a dark and
humble body. [chabad.org translation]

12. Rambam, Hilchot Teshuvah 8:7
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All the beneficence which the prophets promised Israel in their visions are only physical concerns
which Israel will appreciate in the Messianic age when dominion [over the world] will return to Israel.
However, the good of the life of the world to come has no comparison or likeness, nor was it described
by the prophets, lest with such a description, they diminish it. [chabad.org translation]

13. Hasagot HaRa’avad
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This man's words are in my eyes nigh to such who assert that there is no resurrection to body but the
souls alone...Nevertheless, it is possible that the Creator will set them in strong, healthy forms as are
the forms of angels, and as is the form of Elijah, of good memory!, when the garlands, too, will be
literally and naturally, not in similitude.” [Sefaria translation]

14. Rambam, Hilchot Teshuvah 8:8
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The Sages did not use the expression "the world to come" with the intention of implying that [this
realm] does not exist at present or that the present realm will be destroyed and then, that realm will
come into being. The matter is not so. Rather, [the world to come] exists and is present...It is only
called the world to come because that life comes to a man after life in this world in which we exist, as
souls [enclothed] in bodies. This [realm of existence] is presented to all men at first.
[chabad.org translation]
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15. Hasagot HaRa’avad
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It appears that he denies that the world will again be without form and void, and that the Holy One,
blessed is He! will renew His world, as the sages have said: (Sanhedrin 97a.) Six thousand years will
this world last, and one thousand years it will be desolate, as a consequence the world after that is a
new one. [Sefaria translation]

16. Ramban, Torah HaAdam (Sha’ar HaG’mul)
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17. Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzzato, Derech Hashem 11:2
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This purification includes a number of [spiritual] punishments, the most prominent being that of
Gehinnom (Purgatory). The purpose of these punishments is to penalize the individual for his sins in
such a way that he is subsequently free of any liability for the evil he may have done. As a result, he
can then receive the true reward for his good deeds. Because of this, the number of people who are
actually annihilated is small and insignificant. It only consists of those who are dominated by evil so
completely that it is utterly impossible for them to have any chance of experiencing the true reward and
everlasting delight. [Feldheim translation]

18. Pirkei Avot 4:16-17
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Rabbi Yaakov would say: This world is comparable to the antechamber before the World to Come.

Prepare yourself in the antechamber, so that you may enter the banquet hall. He would also say: A

single moment of repentance and good deeds in this world is greater than all of the World to Come.

And a single moment of bliss in the World to Come is greater than all of the present world.
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